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received letters from him dated Milan. Mrs. Armstead
had sprained her ankle in Switzerland, and he could
not get her to England on that account by October 10,
and he therefore indulged himself in prolonging his
travels. He instructed his friends, however,..to give
any reason but the true oiw^ and this "blemish in Mrs.
Armstead's leg is therefore a secret of state which must
not transpire through you. I had the present history
from the Duke of Portland- . . .

4 The King is certainly in a bad state of health, but
I fancy nothing material. They make a great mystery
about it, so that nobody knows much of the truth; but
the best opinion seems to be that it is ae unformed
gout. Elliot is just returned from the city and gone
to Bath. He called at Lord Heathfield's, who is con-
fined wholly to his bed* His left side dead, but his
speech and senses entire. They call it a creeping palsy,
which is not to be cured; but they, do not seem to
apprehend immediate death.'

' October 29, 1788.

4 Burke told me yesterday that the King had been
in extreme danger during his late illness ; that he had
been seized with violent spasms in his stomach, which
were so serious and so severe as to render him speech-
less for an hour and a half; that the immediate cause
of that attack appeared to be a cold, but that in fact
he was in a bad state of health before, and that the
cold produced this effect because it met with a dis-
ordered constitution. The severity of this attack did
not last long, but he is still ill. The spasms have
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